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| 
THOUGHT IT 
COULDN'T 


ALL THAT 
FLIRTING WITH 
THEM,...IT WAS 
TRUEP!I? AAH! 





DAMN YOU! 
YOU Bill 
HIMITCH! 





BITCH! YOU 
DAAAAMN 
WHOOORE! 








QUICK NOW. 
WE HAVE TO 
60. 


DAMMIT!...WITH THAT INNOCENT 
FACE...YOU DECEIVED ME, DAMN 
ITCHEE 








THIS IS THE 
CHIEF RETAIN- 
ER TSUBO- 
UCHI-SAMA, 


Is IT TRUE THAT 
TENKAI-SAMA IS fl ah | WAS TOLD 


CURRENTLY AT ie THAT YOU'RE 

SEIGAIN AND...!? HIGH PRIEST 
TENKAI'S 
ENvoy! 





IN THE CARTS 
THAT CAME 
TOWARD us! 


THEY SCATTERED IN THE 
DARKNESS OF THE 
FOREST... IT WAS IMPOSSI- 
BLE TO KILL THEM ALL... 





1AM CHIEF 
RETAINER 
TSUBOUCHI, UNTIL 
RECENTLY UNDER 
HOUSE ARREST! 


WE CAME TO KNOW TIME AGO 
THE ARMY OF HIGH BONTEN- 

PRIEST TENKAI MARU- 
SAMA WAS 


SSION! RESTRAINED. 


WILL ARRIVE 
SOON TO 
LEND US 
THEIR AID! 


MA’ 
fre 





THE TIDE “lo EVERYONE, 


HASNOW J CEASE 

TURNED! FOLLOWING 
KANo AND 
MUNENORI! 


KANG 
PLOTTED TO WITH NO - 
MURDER HIGH HESI- pial 
Priest 
TENKAl BY 
BURNING HIM 
ALivel! 










| HAVE NO INTENTION OF 

CONDEMNING YOU GEN- 

TLEMEN FOR FOLLOWING 
Yaoyal! 


YOU SAID 
NOTHING 
ABOUT THIS! 


at 


Sh, A 


ABANDON YAGYG 
AND RETURN 
TO THE CASTLE! 


fh 












PRIEST TENKAI WAS AT 
SEIGAINI? 








DID you see 
MONKS PULLING 
N-NO! WE a A CARTI? 
DIDN'T! 


DIDN'T You 
SEE MONKS 
PULLING A 
ARTI? 


No use! 
WE CAN'T 
FIND A THING! 





STOP AT 
NOTHING TO 
FIND IT! 


NNNNNH!...DAMN YOU, TENKAI, WHERE DID YOU 
HIDE!?... WHY DIDN'T AZUMI ESCORT HIS CART!? 














AND GO TO JOIN 

TENKAI-SAMA AND 

THE OTHERS AS WE 

PLANNED PLANNED 
AT Myooul. 


WE NEED TO 
DETOUR TO 
AVOID THOSE 
yaya 
SOLDIERS! 


No, FROM HOW THE 


THINGS WENT, | THINK | 
CAN HAVE YAGYU MUNE- 
NORI-SAMA CHASE AFTER 


IF... THEY THINK 
THAT WE WILL 

NEVER KILL BON- 
TENMARU-SAMA 
AND COME TO 
ATTACK US, WE 

WILL BE AT A DISAD- 

r VANTAGE. 


alg 











THIS GOES WITHOUT 
SAYING!! I'M THE SHO- 
GUN’S SONI! AS IF YOU 

COULD TAKE ME HOS- 
TAGE, YOU DAMN BITCHI! 





AND MANY OF 
THE MONKS 


| BONTENMARL-SAMA 


Is IT REALLY 
ALRIGHT TO DEFY 
MUNENORI-SAMA’S 


WAS CAPTURED 
AND THE CASTLE 
IS IN THE MIDST 

OF A REVOLT. 


WE DIDN’T DO. 
A DAMN THING 
AT ALL HERE! 








> WE'RE GOING TO THE 
CASTLE AND YOU'LL 

HAVE THE HONOR OF 
SUPPRESSING THE 





LET’s HIDE WE saw IT’S NOT $0 FAR 
HERE FOR A SOME RIDERS UNTIL THE YOON! 
‘ON HORSE- WHERE WE PROMISED 
BACK WHO TO MEET WITH 
MAY BE AZUMI, BUT... 


ENEMY 
SCOUTS. 


BUT THANKS 
TO THE RAIN gy THE DAY 
KILLING 3A WILL DAWN 
VISIBILITY, ‘SHORTLY... 








I'VE FINALLY 
FOUND THEM... 
HIDING IN SUCH A 





yaeva TRIep To. WN 
KILL HIM WITH THE (\ 


FIRE, BUT HE 


We DIDN’T EVEN HAVE 
THE TIME TO INFORM 
YOU AND WE ARBITRARI- 
LY DECIDED UPON YOUR 
TEMPLE AS THE 
GATHERING PLACE. 


S 


BW 














THE TERRITORY WE'D 
SEARCH IS TOO LARGE AND } 
THE VISIBILITY IS TOO 


POOR, PLUS THERE'RE PUR- 
SUERS TO CONSIDER... 








TENKAI-SAMA... 
TOBIZARU... 
ARE YOU ALRIGHT? 



































| HAVE A REQUEST. 
I'D LIke TO 


He DIED IN \\ CN i ENTRUST THE 
BATTLE, HONORABLY } | \\\\\)| He NL CORPSE OF MY 
DEFENDING \ Ny z 


FRIEND TO YOU 
TENKAI-SAMA. FOR A SHORT 


1 


f; 
THE sHocUN’s Hil 
SON, HE | 
SAYS!? 
il 
i Hy 
| 


i 
ys 


ae 


ji 
\) 





y SHE'S A 
THAT DEAD MAN © WHORE Wo 
"@ ‘ov T0 


| 


4 


A 


NOT LONG AGO SHE 
WAS JUST FORCING 
































) ARE YOU SAFE, 
\| TOBIZARU...? 







































































| CAN'T USE MY UPPER 
BODY YET, BUT...'LL 
FOCUS ON RUNNING 
AND USE THIS BODY TO 
SHIELD HIM! 


I'VE GOT 
BAD 


A 
FEELING... 





CHAPTER 2: SUDDEN DEATH 








MUNENORI-SA- 
MAAA!! HE’S NOT 
HERE, HE’S NOT 
EVEN HIDING INSIDE 
THIS CART!! 





WITHOUT A 
DOUBT, IT WAS 
TO BUY TIME 
FOR TENKAI’S 
ESCAPE! 


THOSE MONKS, 

EVEN THOUGH 

TENKAI WASN'T 
THERE, INSTEAD OF 
DISOBEYING THEIR 





THEY MUST BE 
HIDING NEARBY! 


t SEARCH EVERY 
FIND THEM! 4 NOOK AND 

ee i CRANNY! EVERY 
SOPPING WET! 


BUSH HERE! 


TENKAI-SAMA, 
IT’S ONLY 
A MATTER OF 
TIME BEFORE 
THEY FIND US 





HOWEVER, | WAS THE 
ONLY ONE TO RECEIVE 


THEY FOUND ( 


THEY'RE HIDING @ 


UNDER A 








THE OTHERS SAID 
p THAT THEY'D FIGHT, (| 
BUT...WITH THOSE 
9 








HE THEN 
RETREATED 


TO THE 
NIWAUCHI. 








SOAKING WET, 


AND ROWDY AS HAVE THE 


SOLDIERS 
) RETURNED? 
IT’S SO NOISY. 


THEY'RE PRETTY ROUGH COULD THE ATTACK 


AND VIOLENT...IT 
SEEMS THAT IF WE CAN'T IMAGINE 
WERE TO GET NEAR THAT THEY'VE GOT 

THEM THEY'D KILL US ‘SUCH AN ILL 
HUMOR JUST DUE 
TO THE RAIN... 


HAVE FAILED? | 








/ f “= seg 
2 AY: 





YOU WON'T 
NEED THIS 
NOW. 











fat 


Bet 








THEYRE 
DOWN THERE! 
GO BELOW AND 
SEARCH! 


STAY 
STRONG... 








BUSHES! 
SEARCH 


3 ’ : THICKETS! 
EVERYWHERE! 


ANY- 
THING! 








IF AZUMI TAGGED ALONG, IT 
WOULD’VE GIVEN AWAY YOUR 
POSITION TO THE ENEMY, SO 


\B ALSO, THE 
gay THE RAIN WATER ISN'T 
Ra WILL CON- | CLEAR. IF WE 
j (\ SUBMERGE 


eH 1 AT AT 
pay 


~ Ng 


IF THE ENEMY 
APPROACHES, 
CLOSE YOUR 
NOSE, HOLD 

THIS INTO YOUR 
MOUNTH AND 





LT MALE 


WAV AVA 


WE SPLIT UP AND 
(ki )) WE'RE SEARCHING INSIDE 
¥ EVERY THICKET!! SOON... 


SHINOBI, THEY 
COULD HIDE UNDER 


B Searcy THE Ger, 
SURFACE A 








A 











THERE THEY 
ARE! | FOUND 
THEEEEEM! 


























































































ap Dip THey dd 
Y GET YOU, OM 
ToBI- 


WAS STABBED, 
BUT DON’T 


WORRY!! TEN- 
KAI-SAMA 
WASN'T CUT 
ANYWHERE, 


UPON TWO 
AT DEATH'S 
Door! IN 
THE WATER, 
YOU CAN'T 
move! 


AND YOU'D NEED 
TO DODGE SO 
MANY HERE... 

SMALL WONDER, 

YOU'RE ALREADY 

DEAD! 








yaeya 

MuNe- 
NORI-SAMA, 
ARE YOU IN 
A POSITION 
TO LET THIS 


HAPPEN 
BEFORE YOUR & 
EVES, | 


HIS ARMS 
AND LEGS 
TO KEEP 
HIM 
ALIVE! q 





¢ ) BONTENMARU 
MUNENORI, | E'S SO ADORABLE, 

P BEG YOU, TAKE | FEEL SO 

p CARE OF HIM! BAD FOR HIM! 





” THOUGHT 
I THAT WAS 





YOUR DESPERATE 
AND RECKLESS 
ACTION TO SLAY 
ME BY FIRE...HAS 
FAILED!! 


ISN'T IT = : 


JUST S f i > THIS, WHAT 
ae JA)LS. WiLL HAPPEN 


CRUSHING 
TO THE POSI- 


TION OF YOUR 
CLAN, THE 
YAGyOl? 





BEHIND THE _ gi !¥. 
CURTAIN... €. 








f 
Natnes 





WHAT IF WE BOTH 
RETREAT, ANI 


CONSIDER THIS 
FIGHT A DRAW 
THANKS TO 
INJURIES? 


MUNENORI, 
YOUR BUNGLING 
RESULTED IN 


you WiLL NoT “%& 


RELEASE BONTEN- 
maru-sama?! 4 








| THINK } j i] IF IT WAS IN 
GRAMPA WOULD iM J 4 P A FAIR ONE ON 
WISH FOR THE ee ‘ x ONE MATCH... 








IF YOU WANT 
BONTENMARU- 
SAMA RETURNED, 


As THE MAN 4 
woo is master & 
oF THE Yacvu 








1 ‘SHINGAKERYG 





IN A FAIR 
MATCH, ONE 
AGAINST 



























































DAMN YOU, TENKAI! 
WAS THIS YOUR PLAN 
FROM THE VERY START!? 


DON'T TELL ME 
YOU WILL ACT AS 
COWARDS, AND 
INTERFERE IN SUCH " 

A DUEL! hy 


anlifiitl ¢ 
el 
































a) ate mt 
Hi 


























YOUR WISH WILL BE 
GRANTED, AZUMIL! 
MUNENORI CAN’T 
BACK OUT OF THIS. 

IYMORE.... 


‘AND £0 YOU HAVE T THAT'S EXACTLY WHY 

AN Excuse, AS ONE] |||'||/ I'VE MADE THIS INTO Oe Te ee 

WHO LIVES BY THE A MATCH BETWEEN pence 

! FELLOW FENCERS!! SHOGUN'S OWN 
FENCING INSTRUCTOR? 


OF COURSE, PLEASE 

DO KEEP IN MIND THAT 

IF YOU LOSE, WE WILL 
ALL DIE HERE... 



























































I'M GOING TO 

FIGHT YAGYG 
MUNENORI...YOUR _/ | 

MURDERER! / 





AZUMI...EVEN 
THOUGH SHE’S 


WHEN | WAS YOUNG 
AND IN MY PRIME... 


MOREOVER, AZUMI 
WON'T HAVE ANY 
HESITATION...TO 
COME AT ME TO 
AVENGE OBATA 

GESSAI, SHE'LL DO 

I) IT AT THE RISK OF 

HER LIFE... 














: THAT 
I'M CLEARLY THE HESITATION 
To DIE IN ONE AT A DISADV- WILL PIN IF SHE DEFEATS ME, 
lj ANTAGE HERE! ME DOWN! | STAND TO RISk 
iP LOSING SO MUCH! 


NY 


rn 








THIS IS NOTA \ 
MATCH TO TEST ) BAH HA HA HA! You 
OUR SWORD JUST FELL INTO HIGH 
‘SKILLS! PRIEST TENKAI’S TRAP!! 





TURNED FROM A 
‘SWORD THAT DRANK 
THE LIVES OF MEN 
INTO ONE THAT MADE 
THE ENEMY RETREAT, 
ONE THAT SAVED 
Lives! 


IF YOU WANT A 
MATCH IN A 
TEMPLE NEARBY 
USING A WRAPPED 
SHINAI OR A 
WOODEN SWORD, 
THEN, 


wD |, MUNE- 
NORI WILL 





AD 
1 if 
BB 
Qi 


| WAS APPOINTED 
FENCING INSTRUC- 
TOR FOR THE 
SHOGUN IN A TIME 
IN WHICH THE TROU- 
BLES HAD ENDED. 
My Yaoyi 
SHINKAGERYG .. 


CONSEQUENTLY, IT IS 
MY PRINCIPLE TO 
FIGHT MATCHES WITH 


WRAPPED SHINAI 
RATHER THAN REAL 





IT MEANS THE INSTANT 
BEFORE HER WOODEN SWORD 
HITS ME, 


WITH A WOODEN 
‘SWORD, | CAN WINI! 


AZUMI HAS THE 
SPEED BUT | HAVE 
THE STRENGTHI! 





THIS WAY, IT WILL 
BE A FAIR MATCH 
WITH My YAGYG 
SHINKAGEERYG! 





i Li, on 
( J 


ae ni 





| CONSIDERED THE 
DIFFERENCE IN 
BERS. WERE | 
TO SLAY MUNENORI THERE.. 


So IF WE 
60 TO 


THE ALLIED 
MONKS WHO q pate 
MANAGED TO \ My6OII... 

GET AWAY 
SHOULD HAVE 


| THINK THAT TO THEM, 

EVEN THOUGH BONTEN- 
MARU-SAMA IS HOS- 
TAGE, IT WOULD NOT 


NY HAVE THE SAME EFFECT 


AS ON MUNENORI. 


WHY DIDN'T YOU 
FINISH HIM OFF RIGHT 
THERE!? YOU'RE WEAK 

WITH A WOODEN 

SWORD, AZUMI, 

YOU'RE AT A 

DISADVANTAGE... 





m ONCE AGAIN. 
OUST THAT . YOU'RE CONCERNED 
| COULD NOT WITH ME, WHO 
|| HAVE PROTEC- | 1 CAN'T EVEN FIGHT 
) TED TENKAI- 4 (KP) Now...YOU IDIOT... 


( 


J HOWEVER, WHEN WE WILL ARRIVE 
TO THE TEMPLE YOU WON'T BE 
ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM A MATCH 
WITH WOODEN SWORDS...YOU’LL BE 
AT A DISADVANTAGE WITH A 
WOODEN SWORD, I'M CERTAIN OF 


IT’S TRUE THAT 
WITH A WOODEN 
‘SWORD, THE 
ENEMY MAY NOT 
/ STOP RIGHT 
OFF. EVEN IF | 
STRIKE THE 
CHEST OR 














» WILL HAVE A MATCH 


ik, wit woven 
THAT HAS COME {HE 
re Bs SWORDS HERE AT 


LAND. ae MYBO 


END THE STRIFE 


NN 














Wes 

Oa 

err, | 
vw 


N-NO way! 
THAT'S NOT 
REASONABLE! 





KILL GRAMPA 
CAME FROM THE 
SHOGUN.... 





ONE 
AFTER 
THE OTHER, 






























































A ONE ON ONE 
MATCH WITH 
MUNENORI! 





| KNOW VERY WELL 
THAT I’M SOMEONE 
WHO SHOULDN'T BE 
THINKING ABOUT 
REVENGE, BUT... 
GRAMPA, YOU WISH 
FOR THIS MATCH TO 
HAPPEN TOO, RIGHT!? 





YY | WOULDN'T > a 
HAVE BEEN ABLE 
) 


HIS DISCIPLES 

WOULD HAVE 

ATTACKED, EVEN 
IF | HAD WON! 


TO PTOTECT 
TENKAI-SAMA, 
TOBIZARU AND 


PER MUNENORI'S HIRDEAIE 


REQUEST, BUT... 





‘MMUNENORI WOULD 
TAKE BONTENMARU- IF | sHouD 


LOSE 
SAMA BACK...AND 
HEEDLESS OF HIS ese 
OWN LOSSES, He'LL 
TRY TO SLAUGHTER 
EVERYONE HERE! 


a 


fess] ARE ALL VETERAN 





THEIR 


F OUST LIke DEATHS HIKOSHIR6... 
‘i U WILL BE 
Gp  TORANO- Don mel 
B  SukE Die, <) 
HIKOSHIR6... “TF 





BEYOND ALL 
DOUBTS! | ~ 

MUST WIN \ . SHOWDOWN, THE LIVES OF 

THIS! H } TENKAI-SAMA, TOBIZARU, 


HIKOSHIR6 AND THOSE OF 
THE MONKS, ARE AT STAKE!! 





WITH A WOODEN SWORD, VICTORY IS 
MINE! IN AN INSTANT, JUST BEFORE SHE 
HITS ME, I'LL KNOCK HER DOWN AND 
SMASH HER SKULL OPEN!! 


AM AT A 4 
DISADVANTAGE _ 


HOWEVER, THE SITUATION 
WITH USING A REAL SWORD 
OR A WOODEN ONE DIF- 
FERS...EVEN IF | HIT THE 
CHEST OR NECK OF THE 
ENEMY, HIS 
MOVEMENTS WON'T 
STOP IMMEDIATELY... 





AFTER | KILL AZUMI, TAKE 
RECOVER HIM! ADVANTAGE OF THEIR PANIC! 
UNDERSTAND KILL THE YOUNG MAN 
WHO IS GUARDING BONTENMARU- 
SAMA, 


$O DON’T I'VE SEEN 
HESITATE, THAT WHELP 
EVEN IF HE DOESN'T HAVE 
ISSUES THE GUTS TO 
THREATS! 
YOU UNDER- 


KILL TENKAI 
AND ALL THE 
OTHERS AFTER. 





TO TAKE THE 
ROLE OF 
WITNESS! 


\ yp 
lS Sy det 
eZ 


WE SHALL SIMPLY & 
2) THINK OF THIS NONE CAN 


AS DESTINY! FLEE FROM 


IT A HEAVY 4 OUR LIVES 


TO you! 
BUT AZUMI 


4 





By 
7 USING AN 


UNFAVOR- AZUMI! 
ABLE WOO- WINE 
DEN SWORD. 













































































NOS } 

















Sy AN \\ 3 
yf 2 











FIND A TEMPLE 
HALL SOME- 
WHERE 
NEARBY! IF 
YOU CAN'T, 
EVEN A FARM- 


ER’S HOUSE 





a 


ENDURE 


WE'LL PULL 
AND JOIN 


THEM BACK! § 


AS AN EMERGENCY 
MEASURE, I'LL 
HAVE TO PULL HARD 
TO KEEP THE BONES 


HOLD THAT 
PART! LOOK 
AT THE 
POSITION OF 
THE BONES! Ps 





NO, THEY'RE 
OFF! LOOK AT 
THEM! MAKE 
THEM MATCH! 


ost 
a tail 





FORGIVE 


ME, TORA- 








I'D LIkE TO GO 


I BACK TO SEIGAIN 
? AND HAVE You 
SEARCH FOR THE 

CORPSES AND THE 
OTHERS WHO ARE} 





Pe 


AS FOR KANG, 
WHO RETREATED 
TO THE “NIWA- 
UCHI"...SINCE HIS 
SHINOBI WAS NOT |\\ 
BACK YET, HE DID 
NOT KNOW ANY- 
THING AT ALL 
ABOUT MUNENORI, |\ 
BONTENMARU, 
TENKAI AND 
AZUMI’ CURRENT 
SITUATION. 


























































































































IF cHIYOZ6 | 
IS ALWAYS 
STICKING 








| GEN \C Z 


YOU SAID THAT 
EVEN IF CHIvO- 
26 IS GIVEN 


Bagel a 


How Is 
CHIYOZ6 AS { 
A MAN, | 





| BEGIN f 
IMAGIN- |B” a WHEN | 


ING ; SEE HOW 


SsucH \ =} HE CLINGS 
ODD s 


THINGS 





A WHAT? 









































YOU SAID 

YOU WASH 

HIS BODY 
IN THE 


Do you 
CARE FOR 
‘THAT’ PART 
OF HIM, TOO? 





AFTER A BATTLE, 
WHAT A MAN WANTS 
MOST IS A GOOD WOMAN, 
WITHOUT ABANDON... 











CALM 
CHIYOZO! 
PUT HIM 
TO SLEEP! 
THINK OF 

SOMETHING! 


AND THEN, 
I'LL HAVE 
YOU AS MUCH 
AS YOU Like! 





























WHAT IS 
THIS NOW, 
b OvKo? 


Ty Ta 


i. ll 
eal 





aust WHAT ‘ 
18 CHIVOZO , 
SAYING? Ya 
ye 





REALLY HEAR 1 i 
| || ME, RIGHT!? BK 
} 


Q y NS 
) IS HE ANGRY? Fs 
g 4, 
Ny 


\ DOES HE WANT 
, TO KILL ME!? 

















CHIYOZ6 DID NOT 


WANT YOU DEAD...HE 
JUST RESPONDED TO 
YOU TAKING YOUR 
SWORD FROM THE 
SHEATH! 





| BROUGHT 
yy YOU THE CART 
FROM UNDER 


Ss 
‘a it: 
\" 


at 
|i 
| 
i) Phi 


| 


mi i 
ZN 








No... THIS 
TIME | WAS 
ABLE TO 
PROTECT 
TENKAI-SAMA 
BECAUSE OF 


OH, THANK GOODNESS! 
THE MANTLE GRAMPA 
GOT FOR ME IS Ok! 
IT’S NOT EVEN WET! 





AS THINGS ARE, 
| THINK THAT 
MUNENOR! WILL 
RESORT TO ANY 
KIND OF DIRTY 
TRICKS, EVEN 
MORE THAN UNTIL 
NOW, TO HAVE YOU 
KILLED IN THE 
SHADOWS... 


HAVE INTENDED 
TO SETLE 


THINGS WITH 
HIM THERE, 
BUT INSTEAD 





I'M USED TO 
BEING TARGETED. 
I'LL BE KILLED 
WHEN I'MA KILLED. 


| WON'T LET YOU 
DIE! I'LL STAY 

BY YOUR SIDE AND 
PROTECT YOu! 














CHAPTER 6: RESCUE PLAN 





TENKAI'S 
ASSASSINATION 
HAD NOT 
SUCCEEDED. 
MUNENORI 
HAD FACED 
AZUMI WITH 
A WOODEN 
BLADE AND 
HIS ARM HAD F 

BEEN 
BROKEN. 
THIS INFOR- 



















| DON’T EVEN HAVE 











TO THINK ABOUT IT, NOW WHAT 

BONTENMARU-SAMA DO | DO? WHAT 

IS THE key!!...BEFORE CAN EVEN BE 
ANYTHING ELSE, DONE IN A 


STALEMATE 
LIKE THIS!? 


TAKING BACK 
BONTENMARU-SAMA 
<S IS VITALI! 





vin 





SINCE YOU 


I'D CATCH YOU 4 é DON’T 
EASILY IF YOU , INTEND TO 
ESCAPED 
ANYWAYS. 





WE WILL GO TO 
GATHER THE 


CORPSES AND LOOK 
FOR SURVIVORS. We’LL 
LEAVE TENKAI-SAMA 





WHY NOT TRY 
AND GET SOME 








| AM SORRY 

FOR ALL My 

TRANSGRE- 
SSIONS. 


YOU'RE SUCH 
AN AMAZING } 


THANKS TO YOU, 
TENKAI AND THE 
MONKS WERE 
SAVED...USING A PLAN 
YOU MADE... THEY 
PRAISED YOU 
UNANIMOLSLY...SAYING 
THAT YOU'RE A 
MAGNIFICENT 
TACTICIAN... 


§ YOU BEAT 


THE FAMED 
YAGYa 
MUNENORI 








— 





$O BADLY! IT’S 
WHY | WANT YOU... 

YOU WITH SUCH 
AMAZING ABILITIES! 











FIND BONTEN- 
MARU-SAMA 
WHEN HE 
USES THE 


Is IT IN 
A CONVE- 
NIENT 
PLACE? 


BONTEN- 
MARU-SAMA 
WAS NOT 
EVEN TIED 

up! 


I'LL SNEAK 
IN THERE 
FROM THE 
BACK WITH- 
OUT ANY- 
ONE SEE- 
ING. 


YES, WHEN | SNUCK 
IN BEFORE, IT WAS 
RIGHT WHEN 
BONTENMARU-SAMA 
WAS COMING OUT 
FROM THE PRIVY. 
ONLY THAT YOUNG 
SAMURAI WAS WITH 

Se, HIM. 





| WAS TOO 
FAR AWAY 
AT THAT 


IF AZUMI 
HEARD ANY 
NOISE AND 


KILL HIM, 
TAKE BON- 
TENMARU- 
SAMA 
AND BRING 
HIM HERE!? 


FROM WHAT 
| saw, | 
DON’T QUITE 
THINK THE 
YOUNG LORD 
HAS NIMBLE 
LEGS... 


SHE'D HAVE CAUGHT 
UP TO US WHILE 
WE WERE GETING 
TO THE HORSES 

TO ESCAPE. 





AND IF HE DOES SO, 
| CAN DEAL WITH 
THE PURSUERS AND 
STOP THEM IN THEIR 


IF WE HAD THE 
BENEFIT OF CHIYOZ6, 
HIS STRONG LEGS 
WOULD WORK WELL 
WHILE HE CARRIED 
BONTENMARU-SAMA, 





IF WE ABANDON 
THE IDEA OF SETTING 
BONTENMARU-SAMA AS 
LORD OF THE CASTLE AND 
THE YAGYG WERE TO LEAVE 
FROM THIS LAND, 


FOR THE SAKE OF 


WE'RE IN THE DOMAIN IT’S 
THE SAME ONLY NATURAL THAT 
BOAT! YOU NIWAUCHI LOT 
WHO PROFIT FROM 
THE TRADE INCREASE 
WEREN'T HERE. 


ILL HAVE 
CHIYOZ6 DO 
THE JOB TO 

RECOVER 

BONTENMARU- 
SAMA. 








HE ONLY CAME TO Z CHIYOZ6 

THE NIWALICH| ONCE , KNOW WHO 
AND HE DIDN'T Hey > BONTEN- 
MEET CHIYOZ6 rar MARU- 


WHEN BONTENMARU-SAMA 
SEES CHIYOZ6, HE 
WON'T KNOW WHO HE 
IS. HE'LL LIKELY A 
BEGIN YELLING OUT i pg) THIS!? 
IN SHOCK... ~ fey 


IT MIGHT BE A SPOT 
OF RUDENESS, BUT 
. WE ANAY NEED TO 
EASIER 10: « RENDER BONTEN- 


CARRY HIM c r 
THAT Way. me, MARU-SAMA LINCON- | 





WILL CHIYOZ6 BE 
ABLE TO UNDERSTAND!? 
IF HE DOESN'T AND 
KILLS BONTENMARU- 


CHIYOZ6 
UNDERSTANDS 
ALL OF MY 





THEN CARRY — CHIYOZ6 CAN . A 
FLL ORDER HIM fi\ HIM TO THE ) _ KNOCK OUT WHEN 
TO DO IT JUST HORSES BONTENMARU- suINoB| 9 BONTEN- 
LIKE THAT! OUTSIDE! J SAMA WITH THE CAN KILL. k MARU-SAMA 


FLAT OF HIS IS AT THE 








TIME TO 
SWITCH OFF. 























ee 





ae 
Fe 
ge 
58 
SS 
= 





JUMPED 


AE)) A MONSTER 
By OOOOLULILIT 





























+L, 
CHAPTER 7 ADIFEICULT SITUATION 





WHERE DID THEY 
TAKE YOU!? 








| WISH TO 
TALK TO YOU 
PRIVATELY! 
WAITING FOR 
YOU TO COME 
OUT ALONE! 


| YOU'RE KANG'S} 
| SHINOBI! THE 
ONE ALWAYS 





WE CAPTURED 
THE YOLING SAMURA 


HIS 


RIGHT “important If 
@ ARM) HosTAce! 





DID youl? 
HIKO- 
SHIRG'S 
RIGHT 
ARMI?! 


L-LOOKING AT 
HOW ANGRY YOU ARE! 
HE WAS A BETTER 
HOSTAGE THAN THAT 
SCULPTOR! 





Now | KNOW 
EXCHANGE 


THAT YOUNG 

HIM FOR “Wf : SAMURAI HAS 
; A GREAT VALUE 

AS A HOSTAGE. 


TOMORROW 
MORNING, 
AT FIVE 
AND HALF 
AT THE 
“NIWAUCHI”, 
IN FRONT 
OF OKy6’S 
MANSION. 





THE 


ABIDE BY THIS AND ee Te: you 


| VOW WE'LL HAND § DON’T SPEAK 
OVER THAT YOUNG ABOUT THIS 
SAMURAI UN- TO ANYONE 


AND THAT 


BUT, IF YOU TALK 
ABOUT THIS TO 
TENKAI AND THE 
OTHERS, EVEN IF 
YOU STOPPED THEM,] 
THE MONKS 





INDEED! IT TURNS 
OUT THIS YOUNG 
MAN IS A VALUABLE 
HOSTAGE TO 


WY So AZUMI 
ACCEPTED’ 


SHE ASKED TO 
MOVE UP THE SHE PROMISED 
TIME TO TO COME, 
EXCHANGE JUST THE 
HOSTAGES TO TWO OF 
SIX PAST 
DAWN. 





BASICALLY, SHE SAID 
SHE WANTS THE AND THE THAT EVEN IF SHE KEPT 
EXCHANGE POSSIBILITY 4 IT A SECRET, IF SHE AND 

WHEN NO EXISTED J — BONTENMARU-SAMA 
OTHERS ARE THEYD DISAPPEARED FROM THAT 

, TEMPLE, EVERYBODY 
WOULD START SEARCHING 

FOR THEM... 


SHE SAID 


NOT ONLY 
THAT WITH eae ee WILL SHE BUT IF WE 
SUCH A INO-SAMA'S |) KILL BONTEN- 
FRIGHTENING Hie AS 


On HURT HIM 
- | even a Bir, 
LOOK... WELL. SAMA, 


IT DOES SEEM 
LIKE THIS MAN 
IS QUITE VALU- 





AND INTEND 
ALL BECAUSE FOR My TOSRICE. 
I MADE SUCH @ MISTAKE... HEE ALL 
A MISTAKE! AZUMI... - TOGETHER! 


OH, 
AZUMI! 


MEAN 
FOR HER 
TO COME 





OkY6, REJOICE! 
THANKS TO 


CHIYOZ6 TAKING 

THE WRONG MAN 

WHEN HE MEANT 
TO TAKE BACK 

BONTENMARU- 





AZUMI IS GOING 
TO COME ALONG 


BONTENMARU- 
SAMA FOR A 
HOSTAGE 
EXCHANGE!! 


VM SURE 
THAT EVEN 
AZUMI 
DOESN’T 
THINK THAT 


WE SETTLE 
THINGS WITH 
AZUMI ONCE 
AND FOR 
ALL! 





T DUNNO WHAT KIND 


OF PERSON THIS AZUMI 
18, BUT STILL...ALL 
THESE SOLDIERS 
FOR JUST ONE 


| THINK YOU'D 
ENJOY THIS 
MORE IF SOME 





IT’S OBVIOUS! 
WE WERE COOPED 
UP YESTERDAY, 
SO NOW THIS IS 
HOW WE RELEASE 
FRUSTRATIONI 


PROMIS- 
ING... 


\ | 
Py ik 
y 





TOMORROW MORNING, 
FIGHT TO REPAY 
MUNENORI-SAMA’S 
BENEVOLENCE!! WORK 
WITHOUT SPARING 
ANYTHING!! 


THOSE WHO 
KILL AZUMI 
SHALL RECEIVE 
TEN TIMES THIS 
SUM! THIRTY 
RYO FOR EACH 
OF HER EXE- 
CUTIONERS! 





GOLD COIN WO} 
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IF WE KILL 
AZUMI 
TOMORROW, 
FATHER...!? 


CAN CURE 
THE ILLNE- 
SS THAT'S 
AFFLICTED 
YOU FOR 
YEARS! 


WE CAN 
FINALLY Buy 
THAT PRICY 

MEDICINE 
THAT THEY 
say 





WE'LL AVENGE MY 
BIG BROTHER! AND 
EVEN CURE YOUR 
ILLNESS! 


WILL 
Mme 


Yes! YOULL 
BE WELL! 














AFTER WE 
EXCHANGE 
HOSTAGES, 
THERE'S NO 
AVOIDING A 
FIGHT WITH 
MUNENORI'S 





I'M $0 SORRY, HIKOSHIR6... 
THIS IS MY FIGHT AND I'LL 
GIVE My ALL, BUT | WON'T 
BE ABLE TO DEFEND 
YOU MUCH... is 


TO SEE YOU 
AGAIN? 


Uy! ititay 


e& 
sae) 


“my 





AAAH...BONTENMARL-SAMA 
DOESN'T GET ANYTHING AT 
AAALL...NOT EVEN THAT 
MUNENORI’S SOLDIERS ARE 
LAYING IN WAIT AT THE 
NIWAUCHI... 


EVEN THOUGH 
THE REASON THAT 
ALL THIS STRIFE 
BEGAN WAS TO 
INSTALL HIM AS 
LORD OF THAT 


DOESN'T SEE BECAUSE OF 
IT. NOT AT HIM...S0 MANY 
LIVES WERE 
LOST. SO MANY 
WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE 
LOST... 





HIKOSHIRG HAS BEEN 
CAPTURED...AND HE’LL 
BE FORCED TO FIGHT 


IN A LIFE OR DEATH 
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